
Welcome to Parent 

Information Night
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Our Team

• Lena Kawar - Math/Science
• Tracy Clark - Language Arts / Social Studies
• Jodie Kruse - Math/Science
• Milt Barnum - Language Arts / Social Studies

• Mrs. Tameka Patton – Principal

• Mrs. Cheryl Ferrell– Assistant Principal

• Mrs. Jennifer Bustillos - Counselor
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Communication
• 4th Grade Remind Account
• Wednesday Folders - Homework will be sent home in 

Wednesday Folders.  Homework will be due the following 
Wednesday.

• LenaKawar@misdmail.org
TracyClark@misdmail.org

• MiltBarnum@misdmail.org JodieKruse@misdmail.org

Our newsletter will be emailed weekly.  It will include 
reminders, upcoming events, and weekly curriculum focus.

• Campus

• Twitter- @nealcheetahs

• Website- neal.mansfieldisd.org
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Conferences
Parent conferences will be on Thursday, October 26 and 
Friday, October 27. You will be contacted to schedule 
this conference. Our goal in these two days is to 
conference with each parent in our class face-to-face.

Additional conferences are by appointment only and 
may be requested by the teacher or the parent at any 
time during the school year. 
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Our Schedule
Group 1 - Homeroom

Barnum/Clark Homeroom Language Arts in the AM

Kawar/Kruse Homeroom Math in the AM
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7:30 – 8:00 Morning work

8:00 - 8:05 Announcements

8:05- 10:15 Group 1 L.A. / Math 

8:05 -9:45       Language Arts / Math

9:45 - 10:15    Social Studies / Science

ELA

• 8:05 – 8:35 Interactive Read Alouds/Shared Reading/Word Work

• 8:35 – 9:00 Interactive/Shared Writing/Word Work

• 9:00 - 9:15 Guided/Independent writing

• 9:15 – 9:45 Guided Reading

10:15 – 11:05 Intervention

11:05 - 12:05  Recess / Lunch

12:10-12:40 Group 2 Social Studies / Science

12:40 - 1:40    C.A.M.P. (Conference Time)

1:40 -3:20 Group 2 Language Arts / Math

ELA

• 1:40 – 2:10 Interactive Read Alouds/Shared Reading/Word Work

• 2:10 – 2:35 Interactive/Shared Writing/Word Work

• 2:35 - 2:50 Guided/Independent writing

• 2:50 – 3:20 Guided Reading

3:20-3:30 Dismissal



Our School Day
• Students are considered tardy if not in their classroom 

at the 8:00 a.m. bell.

• If a student is tardy, a parent/guardian must escort the 
child to the front office to sign the student in and 
receive a tardy pass. 

• After the 8:00 bell, parents are not allowed to the 
classroom as our instructional day begins. Parents in 
classrooms or in the building must leave at the 8:00 
bell. Our staff dedicates their time and attention to 
students once the bell rings. 
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CAMP Schedule
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FOURTH GRADE   12:40-1:40

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

C-Barnum

A-Clark

M-Kawar

P-Kruse

C-Kruse

A-Barnum

M-Clark

P-Kawar

C-Kawar

A-Kruse

M-Barnum

P-Clark

C-Clark

A-Kawar

M-Kruse

P-Barnum

Fun Friday-

ALL classes to the 

gym for extra PE 

minutes.
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Clinic Info
• Students should not have any kind of medication in 

the classroom. This includes cough drops. All 
medication should be kept in the clinic.  The 
exceptions to this rule are an inhaler or Epipen with 
permission from a physician. 

• You must complete a district form to give the nurse 
permission to administer medication at school if 
needed and prescribed by a physician.

• All students should have a change of clothing in 
their locker in the classroom. This is important not 
just for restroom accidents, but also for falls in the 
mud, food spills, and for tears in clothing.

• Please contact our nurse with any questions.
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PBIS 
School Wide Expectations

Positive Behavior Intervention and Support is a 
school-wide strategy for helping all students achieve 
important social and learning goals because we 
know that when good behavior and good teaching 
come together, our students will excel in their 
learning. The foundation of PBIS at Nancy Neal is the 
three school-wide expectations: Positive Attitude, 
Act Responsibly, Wise Choices. 
•

11



12



Behavior Log
A behavior log will be sent home daily and used to communicate 
with parents/guardians about their child’s behavior at school. 
Included on the behavior log is the following key: 

= met behavior expectations
P = difficult time keeping a positive attitude
A = difficult time acting responsibly
W = difficult time making wise choices

If the paw print is circled, it means the student met all behavior 
expectations for the day.

Letters (P,A,W) are circled to represent the expectations the student had a 
difficult time following for the day. 
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Six Weeks Conduct Grading 

Scale: 

E = 0-3 letters circled 

S = 4-6 letters circled

N = 7-10 letters circled

U = 11 or more letters circled
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Student Nutrition
• Breakfast is served from 

7:30 – 7:55 in the 
cafeteria. Students are 
still responsible for 
getting to class on time.

• If sending money for 
lunch or any reason, send 
it in a sealed envelope 
with your child’s name, 
student ID number,  the 
teacher’s name and the 
purpose of the money. 

• Visit the MISD website 
under Student Nutrition for 
school lunch questions and 
to learn how to pay for 
lunch online through My 
School Bucks.

Prices
Breakfast =  $1.50 or $7.50/week
Lunch = $2.50 or 12.50/week
Adult lunch = $3.75
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Lunch
• Visitors are welcome beginning September 5.
• Per MISD:  Lunch visitors must be in Skyward in the 

“Family” tab or “Emergency Contact” tab.
• Please note that each visitor is to eat only with their 

specific student and must utilize the provided visitor 
table.  Both adults and students are expected to 
follow the campus-wide behavior expectations.

• If a student’s parent hasn’t brought lunch within the 
first 10 minutes, the student will be sent through the 
lunch line to get lunch.

16



Morning Arrival
Car drop off is in the back of the building.
• Please advance as far forward as possible 

and prepare your student to exit the vehicle 
safely and quickly.

• Please stay in your car.
For our students’ safety, parents are not 
allowed to enter the building through the rear 
doors.
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Going Home
If there is a change in how your child will get home, 
please send a note or email your child’s teacher in 
advance. We are unable to take the word of the student.

• You may contact the 
office before 3:00 with 
any changes; or email 
your child’s teacher 
before 2:30. After 3:00, 
any changes to how your 
child will go home will 
not be accepted.

• We understand that 
emergencies may arise, 
but consistency is critical 
for a smooth dismissal 
process.
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Dismissal
• Car riders and parent walk ups are dismissed from the 

back of the school. For safety reasons, we ask that you 
drive through and not get out of your cars. Adults will 
assist your child with getting in and out of the car.

• Parent walk up is at the GYM door. Parents must have their school 
issued placard available for pick up. If not available, the student will 
not be dismissed and the parent must sign the student out through 
the office so identification can be verified. 

• Car riders are dismissed from the cafeteria. Parents or parent 
designee must have the school issued placard available for pick up. 

• Bus riders and day care are dismissed at the front of the school. No 
other students will be dismissed nor should be picked up at    the 
front of the school.
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Name Placards
As an extra effort to keep your children safe, we have 
developed a safety feature that we will use with our 
name placards used for car riders and parent walk ups. 

• The only placards that will 
be used are ones created, 
provided, and issued by the 
school. Any time a new one 
is needed, the parent must 
contact the homeroom 
teacher.

• If parents in the car line or 
the parent walk up line, do 
not have the school issued 
placard, the parent will 
need to go to the office to 
request a temporary one. 
Students will not be 
dismissed without the 
school issued placard.
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Daily Attendance
• Following an absence, parents must send a written

note (or doctor’s note) stating the reason for the 
absence. A phone call is not necessary.

• Students are tardy if they are not in their classrooms 
when the 8:00 a.m. bell rings.

• Students are absent if they are not on campus at 10:00 
a.m.

• Students who are checked out early will be recorded as 
an early release.  A student will not be called for early 
release after 3:20.
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Attendance Law & Truancy
• State law requires that students attend school at least 

90% of the school days.
• When a child reaches 5 tardies, early releases, and/or 

absences a letter will be sent home as reminder of 
District and State policies.   After 10, an attendance 
committee meeting will be scheduled.

• When a child has been absent from school, without 
excuse, on 3 days or parts of days within a four-week 
period, a letter will be sent home reminding parents of 
the attendance laws and consequences.
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Skyward
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Grading Policy
• ELA, Math, Social Studies, and Science – 70% daily 

work/class work and 30% tests
• ELA and Math Requirements – 12 grades per 6 weeks 

with a minimum of two (2) grades per week
• Science and Social Studies – 6 grades plus an 

assessment/CBA with a minimum of one (1) grade per 
week

• Redo Policy: Failing grade on tests can be redone, for a 
maximum of a 70. Alternate test over same material 
can/may be given. 

• Daily work can be redone as a part of the re-teaching 
process but grade will not be raised so that true 
educational need is reflected.
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Makeup Work 
(Because of Absences)

• For each absence, students have the number of days absent plus 1 day 
to complete makeup work to be submitted.  Ex:  Absent 2 days = 3 
days to submit makeup work.

• For any class missed, the teacher may assign the student makeup work 
based on the instructional objectives and the needs of the individual 
student in mastering the essential knowledge and skills or in meeting 
subject or course requirements. 

• The student will be responsible for completing the makeup work in a 
satisfactory manner. A student who does not make up assigned work 
within the time allotted by the teacher will receive a grade of zero for 
the assignment. 

• A student will be permitted to make up tests and to turn in projects 
missed because of absence. 

• Teachers may assign a late penalty to any long-term project in 
accordance with time lines previously communicated to students. 
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Homework
• Reinforcement of skills already learned in class
• Not a recorded grade.  Missing, incomplete, or 

inaccurate homework will be recorded on the student’s 
discipline chart as A = difficult time acting responsibly 
for failure to follow direction.

• Homework for this grade is sent home in Wednesday 
Folders.  Homework is due the following Wednesday.  
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Report Cards
• Grading periods:

• Report cards are sent home with the students the 
Thursday after the end of the grading period.

• PK, Kinder and 1st will not receive a report card the 
first reporting period.

• Teachers follow grading guidelines that are designed 
to reflect each student’s relative mastery of each 
assignment for the grading period, semester, or 
course. 

8/16-9/29 10/2-11/3 11/6-12/21 1/9-2/16 2/20-4/13 4/16-5/23
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Progress Reports
• Every student in grades 2, 3, and 4 will receive a 

Skyward progress report informing parents of 
students current grades and progress. 

• Kindergarten and 1st grade students will also receive a 
progress report created by the grade level.
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2nd – 4th Grade
Six Weeks Awards

• Teachers will recognize student achievement in their 
classrooms during intervention time. 

• Awards given each six weeks will be: 
• “A” Honor Roll

• Students who earn 90 and above in all content areas for the six 
weeks. 

• “A/B” Honor Roll 
• Students who earn 80 and above in all content areas for the six 

weeks. 
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Kinder – 4th Grade
Six Weeks Awards

• Neal Citizen
• Neal Citizens are students who display outstanding character, 

citizenship, show great improvement in a subject area, work to 
improve behavior, goes above and beyond, gives 100% in class, or 
has a positive attitude. These students will be recognized during 
special breakfast hosted by the school counselor.

• CAMP Leader 
• Our CAMP teachers will also select a student per grade level to 

receive the CAMP Leader award. These students will be recognized 
during Family Time.
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Kinder – 4th Grade
Attendance Recognition

• To encourage school attendance, those students 
attending school every day and for the full school day 
will receive recognition in class including a Spirit Stick 
and a treat.
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2nd – 4th Grade 
End of Year Awards

• “A” Honor Roll
• Students who earn 90 and above in all content 

areas for the entire school year.

• “A/B” Honor Roll 
• Students who earn 80 and above in all content 

areas for the entire school year. 
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End of Year Celebrations
Grade Date

PK 5/21 8:30 Graduation

Kinder 5/22 9:00 Graduation

10:00 – 11:00 Party

1st 5/23 11:35 Awards

12:00– 1:00 Party

2nd 5/23 1:05 Awards

1:30 – 2:30 Party

3rd 5/23 11:05 Awards

11:30 – 12:30 Party

4th 5/23 1:45 Awards

2:15 – 3:15 Party

3:15 Clap Out
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Winter Parties 

December 21 

2:00 – 3:00
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Campus Visitors
• To ensure the safety of all of our students, all campus 

visitors must have their driver's license scanned 
through our Raptor system in order to receive a 
visitor’s badge. 
• The badge must be worn while visiting the 

campus/classrooms..
•A new badge must be obtained at each visit. 
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Preschool Children and/or 
Visiting School Aged Guests

• Our campus policy is that parents may not bring 
preschool children and/or visiting school aged 
guests to visit while the parent is working in 
classrooms. 

• Preschool children and/or visiting school aged 
guests may not attend class parties or field trips. 

• Preschool (before school) = infants, toddlers, 
preschool, etc. 
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• Start at www.mansfieldisd.org

2017-2018
MISD Calendar

37

http://www.mansfieldisd.org/


March 30 (#1)

May 24 (#2)

2017-2018
Bad Weather Makeup Days
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MISD
Student Handbook

Start at www.mansfieldisd.org
Schools ⇨ Grading Periods & Handbooks ⇨ 2017-2018 Student Handbooks
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The MISD Curriculum
The MISD Curriculum 
can be found online at 
www.mansfieldisd.org.
Departments ⇨
Curriculum & Instruction ⇨
K-12 Foundation (content areas) or 
K-12 Enrichment (CAMP) ⇨
Choose content area ⇨
Choose grade level ⇨
Choose six weeks 
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Reading
Istation

• All K-4th students take ISIP (Istation Indicator of Progress) once a 
month.  It’s a computer-based diagnostic assessment used to 
tailor reading instruction for each student

• Students that perform below grade-level will require time 
working in Istation at school and at home if possible. Your child’s 
teacher will communicate your child’s reading level to you.

Reading A-Z

• Also used by teachers to determine needs and instruct.
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Guided Reading

• All students participate 

• Differentiated instruction

• Focus is on grade level TEKS 

• Develops students’ ability to process texts
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Spelling
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Writing

• Empowering Writers

• Narrative

• Expository - STAAR test will be over this.

44



Math

• Multiplication Facts - VERY important

• Math must be neat and organized

• Math Journals

45



UPSC
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Science

• STEMscopes

• What it is

• How we use it
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Social Studies

• Harcourt

• What it is

• How we use it

4th Grade Field Trip is February 23,2018.  
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Ways to help at home

• Read, Read, Read-Ask your child how many AR points 
they currently have.

• Practice Multiplication Facts (Can be done in the car)

• Technology  - Suggestions will be on our newsletter

• Real-World problem solving  (Show your child the 
receipt from the grocery store, or from the gasoline 
pump.  Have students help in the kitchen with 
measuring, baking, and cooking.
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Response to Intervention 
(RtI)

• RtI is a 3-tier approach to providing high-quality 
instructional practices to meet the needs of all students.  

• The students needs are determined through multiple 
sources of data. Research based interventions are delivered 
within the tiers.

• The primary focus of the RtI process is to intervene early 
when students begin to show signs of struggling to meet 
grade level standards. 

• The development of strategies to help the individual student 
is based on how the student responds to interventions, 
hence the name “Response to Intervention.”  

50



Intervention
• Students on Tier 2 or 3 of the RtI process receive 

intervention during a designated time in our daily 
schedule 4 days a week.

• During this time, the teachers and the campus specialists 
meet the needs of students who are struggling with the 
grade level content.

• The skills covered and the activities used are based on 
the student’s individual needs determined by the data.

• Intervention takes place 4 days a week and is built into 
our daily schedule.

• Intervention focuses on reading and math.

51



Think Tanks
• Think Tanks are a spiral review of TEKS 

already taught in class.
• Think Tanks provide engaging, interesting, 

and challenging activities to meet the needs of 
students. 

• Think Tanks are literature based and integrate 
reading, writing, math, science, and social 
studies. 
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We look forward to partnering 
with you in your child’s 

education here at Nancy Neal 
Elementary and in Mansfield 

ISD!
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